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Our master plan and concept focus primarily on the students and their 
curriculum. Because school is for learning we focused our making 
their experience of learning the most engaging and interactive to the 
outdoors. The students at Caroline Elementary are very engaged 
in their learning and are very passionate about the outdoors. With 
this in mind we used the school layout and related curriculum to 
create spaces of learning and fun. The playground area for recess 
will also offer the opportunity for learning and engagement within 
their environment and each other. In addition, we are embracing 
Caroline’s strong and beloved school grounds while incorporating 
design elements that enhance the possibility for learning. In addition, 
we followed the observed school culture from our trips there and are 
using that as a key player throughout our design. This age group is 
in their primary developmental stage mentally. With this in mind we 
took a deeper look into what affects that positively and negatively. As 
a result we found that playing with the power of the senses will affect 
the feeling and learning capability of our spaces. The spaces have 
strong spacial relationships to specific classrooms and incorporate 
the curriculum of that grade while encouraging new opportunities for 
learning with the embracement of the senses.
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The Grand Entrance

color
safety

connection

The entrance of the school is significant 
as it acts as a “first impression” for 
students, parents, and visitors. Playing 
with topography near the road is a safety 
element, protecting from the fast traffic, 
while being a unique visual element.  The 
large Caroline sign installation is an artistic 
and eye-catching way to represent the 
school. The plantings provide a visually 
pleasing and educational planting plan 
that shows color throughout the seasons. 
It attracts bird species and allows for 
habitat. Also, this part of the property 
allows for a connection between the 
parking lots.
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The Grand Entrance Multi-Use Patio
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This multi-use patio garden shows students 
different patterns within the landscape. It 
attracts species such as butterflies and 
birds. This space is unique because it can be 
used for play and class. The stage provides 
seating for art classes and acts as a location 
for private music lessons. In addition, it 
allows for a space to eat lunch outside and 
a outdoor connection to the cafeteria for the 
afterschool program as well.
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Multi-Use Patio

play
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Reusing and recycling the current 
playground is an effective way to create 
a new exiciting play space. During the 
work shop many students told us that 
they wanted a tramploine. This design 
incorporates a suken in trampoline with 
a playful overhead structure. A sundial 
design painted on to ground will allow 
for further exploration of the moon study 
curriculum, allowing a more hands on 
learning experince.

A New Way to Play

K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th

Children learn about �owers and 
seeds.

Undergrowth of plants. Organisms 
present in the soil.

Children learn about composting.

Simbiotic relationships of Native American 
tribes. Children learning about companion 
planting.

Math and fractions are practiced as 
children follow directions as they 
cook sauce and pizza.

Lessons on bacteria are discussed 
during the process of canning.

First/Last Frost

September October November December January Febuary March April May June

Time of Activities

Planting Time

Time of Rest

Watch it Grow

Each class room has thier own planting 
area in this educational garden. A plant 
pallette was carefully choosen to ensure 
each grade will learn about planting as 
well as incorporating the grades current 
curriculm. This plant pallete ensures 
that each harvest and activity will occur 
during the school year.
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scale

The sensory garden is located 
in the middle of the courtyard 
creating easy acess for all users. 
This garden features plants 
with many textures, scents and 
edible treates. As you enter the 
space the aroma  of lavander and 
sunflowers creates a sense of well-
being before your travel down the 
senory path. Plants were carefully 
selected that intrigue the senses 
through color, touch, scent and 
taste.  

The Bird Watch, like its name is 
meant for students to observe birds 
within their habitat in a fun way. The 
bird’s nest is a lookout area that 
students asked for and provides 
a safety barrier between the 
raingarden, wetland area and the 
playground limits. It is a location of 
different plants from the rest of the 
property and shows students how 
plants and habitat change within the 
landscape. It is also a location for 
classes to occur and for students to 
spend their own time during recess 
as they please.

The Bird Watch

Tactile Garden
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Lost in Sound

reading and 
memory
The best documented impact of 
noise on children’s performance 
is research showing negative 
effects on reading acquisition. 
Close to twenty studies have 
found indications of negative 
relations between chronic 
noise exposure and delayed 
reading acquisition in young 
children. 

School performance
There are a several cross-sectional studies that have reported a 
covariation between high noise levels (from aircraft or road traffic) 
and low grades or low levels of school achievement. The first is 
the differential socio-demographic composition of the noise dose 
groups, which may favor children in quiet middle-class housing 
and living areas. Adjusting statistically for the social class effects 
may not be sufficient to control for this. The second is the possible 
confound between being exposed to noise both while learning 
and when tested for what is learn. Noise at testing may lower 
the test scores without learning being effected, but the effects of 
noise on learning and performing can not be disentangled. 

motivation
Children chronically exposed to noise are less 
motivated when placed in achievement situations 
where task performance is contingent upon 
persistence. Children chronically exposed to noise, 
following a set of experimental procedures in quiet 
conditions, were more apt to relinquish choice over 
a reward to an experimenter, in comparison to their 
well matched quiet counterparts. 

Reading Nooks

The reading nooks are located in a 
quiet place with the wooded area. 
This location provides students 
with a place for thinking and quiet 
education. This environment is good 
for focus and relaxation for children 
as they read. Also the structures 
provides enclosure, comfort, while 
incorporating an aspect of fun. The 
plant pallette includes lavander and 
lemon balm which give off a relaxing 
aroma.

As many students told us, the woods 
is their favorite place especially in the 
aspect of sound. This playful sound 
garden allows students to embrace 
their environment while incorporating 
sound and culture. African culture and 
art history is the focus of study within 
this area. Large drums located in the 
forest make sound as rainwater collects 
on tree leaves. This playful design 
allows students to learn about the 
source that replenishes the watershed. 
A mini drum set allows students to 
replecate the sounds they hear. 
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